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WHAT	
  IS	
  CONVERSION	
  THERAPY?	
  
Sexual	
  orienta;on	
  /	
  gender	
  iden;ty	
  change	
  efforts	
  
include	
  aDempts	
  to	
  reduce	
  or	
  eliminate	
  same-­‐sex	
  
aDrac;on	
  and	
  transgender	
  iden;ty	
  like	
  using	
  shame	
  to	
  
ins;ll	
  self-­‐loathing;	
  aversive	
  condi;oning,	
  e.g.	
  inducing	
  
nausea	
  or	
  administering	
  electric	
  shocks;	
  and	
  hypno;zing	
  
subjects	
  to	
  impose	
  change.	
  

A	
  New	
  Jersey	
  jury	
  found	
  claims	
  that	
  “conversion	
  
therapy”	
  can	
  reduce	
  or	
  eliminate	
  same-­‐sex	
  
aDrac;on	
  cons;tuted	
  consumer	
  fraud.	
  The	
  prac;ce	
  
is	
  deemed	
  quackery	
  and	
  universally	
  condemned	
  by	
  
leading	
  professional	
  organiza;ons.	
  	
  

FRAUDULENT	
  PRACTICES	
  

WHAT	
  WILL	
  THE	
  BILL	
  DO?	
  
This	
  bill	
  will	
  ban	
  decep;ve	
  conversion	
  prac;ces	
  that	
  can	
  lead	
  to	
  
depression,	
  substance	
  abuse,	
  social	
  withdrawal,	
  and	
  suicidality.	
  

The	
  law	
  will:	
  
Prohibit	
  any	
  licensed	
  mental	
  health	
  professional	
  from	
  forcing	
  
minors	
  to	
  change	
  sexual	
  orienta;on	
  or	
  gender	
  iden;ty.	
  

Require	
  state	
  mandatory	
  reporters	
  to	
  report	
  cases	
  of	
  
suspected	
  instances	
  of	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  conversion	
  therapy	
  with	
  a	
  
minor.	
  

Define	
  adver;sements	
  promo;ng	
  conversion	
  therapy	
  as	
  
decep;ve	
  prac;ces	
  viola;ng	
  consumer	
  protec;ons.	
  

WHAT	
  WILL	
  THE	
  BILL	
  NOT	
  DO?	
  
This	
  bill	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  protect	
  minors	
  from	
  harmful,	
  fraudulent	
  

and	
  abusive	
  prac;ces.	
  	
  The	
  law	
  will	
  not:	
  
Infringe	
  First	
  Amendment	
  rights	
  –	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  two	
  
federal	
  circuit	
  courts	
  of	
  appeal	
  that	
  have	
  ruled	
  on	
  the	
  issue.	
  

Prohibit	
  the	
  prac;ce	
  of	
  professionally	
  accepted	
  therapies.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Apply	
  to	
  any	
  adult,	
  age	
  18	
  or	
  older,	
  seeking	
  to	
  change	
  their	
  
sexual	
  orienta;on	
  and/or	
  gender	
  iden;ty.	
  

Apply	
  to	
  sexual	
  orienta;on/gender	
  iden;ty	
  change	
  efforts	
  
conducted	
  by	
  non-­‐licensed	
  religious	
  or	
  faith-­‐based	
  
counselors.	
  

JURISDICTIONS	
  BANNING	
  CONVERSION	
  THERAPY	
  
California	
  !	
  Oregon	
  !	
  New	
  Jersey	
  !	
  Washington	
  D.C.	
  !	
  Illinois	
  !	
  Vermont	
  



NOTABLE	
  QUOTES	
  
"The	
  poten;al	
  risks	
  of	
  repara;ve	
  therapy	
  are	
  great,	
  including	
  
depression,	
  anxiety	
  and	
  self-­‐destruc;ve	
  behavior,	
  since	
  therapist	
  
alignment	
  with	
  societal	
  prejudices	
  against	
  homosexuality	
  may	
  
reinforce	
  self-­‐hatred	
  already	
  experienced	
  by	
  the	
  pa;ent.”	
  	
  

—	
  American	
  Psychiatric	
  Associa;on,	
  Posi;on	
  Statement	
  on	
  Therapies	
  Focused	
  
on	
  ADempts	
  to	
  Change	
  Sexual	
  Orienta;on,	
  2000	
  	
  

"If	
  [conversion	
  therapy]	
  is	
  ineffec;ve,	
  which	
  is	
  supported	
  
by	
  substan;al	
  evidence,	
  it	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  unreasonable	
  for	
  
a	
  legisla;ve	
  body	
  to	
  conclude	
  that	
  a	
  minor	
  would	
  blame	
  
herself	
  if	
  her	
  counselor's	
  efforts	
  failed."	
  	
  

—	
  King	
  v.	
  Governor	
  of	
  New	
  Jersey,	
  767	
  F.3d	
  216,	
  238	
  (3rd	
  Cir.	
  
Ct.	
  App.	
  2014)	
  	
  

ORGANIZATIONS	
  CONDEMNING	
  CONVERSION	
  THERAPY	
  	
  
AIDS	
  Ac;on	
  CommiDee	
  

American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Nursing	
  	
  
American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Pediatrics	
  	
  

American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Physician	
  Assistants	
  	
  
American	
  Associa;on	
  for	
  Marriage	
  and	
  Family	
  Therapy	
  	
  

American	
  Associa;on	
  of	
  School	
  Administrators	
  	
  
American	
  Counseling	
  Associa;on	
  	
  
American	
  Federa;on	
  of	
  Teachers	
  	
  
American	
  Medical	
  Associa;on	
  	
  

American	
  Psychiatric	
  Associa;on	
  	
  
American	
  Psychoanaly;c	
  Associa;on	
  	
  
American	
  Psychological	
  Associa;on	
  	
  

American	
  School	
  Counselor	
  Associa;on	
  	
  
American	
  School	
  Health	
  Associa;on	
  
Child	
  Welfare	
  League	
  of	
  America	
  

The	
  Interfaith	
  Alliance	
  	
  
Keshet	
  

Na;onal	
  Associa;on	
  of	
  School	
  Psychologists	
  	
  
Na;onal	
  Associa;on	
  of	
  Secondary	
  School	
  Principals	
  

Na;onal	
  Associa;on	
  of	
  Social	
  Workers	
  	
  
Na;onal	
  Educa;on	
  Associa;on	
  	
  

Pan	
  American	
  Health	
  Organiza;on	
  
United	
  Na;ons	
  CommiDee	
  Against	
  Torture	
  

United	
  Na;ons	
  High	
  Commissioner	
  for	
  Human	
  Rights	
  	
  

COALITION	
  TO	
  BAN	
  CONVERSION	
  THERAPY	
  IN	
  MASSACHUSETTS	
  	
  
An;-­‐Defama;on	
  League	
  	
  

An;-­‐Violence	
  Project	
  of	
  MassachuseDs	
  	
  
Boston	
  Alliance	
  of	
  Gay,	
  Lesbian,	
  Bisexual,	
  &	
  Transgender	
  Youth	
  	
  

Boston	
  Bar	
  Associa;on	
  	
  
Boston	
  Children's	
  Hospital	
  	
  

Children's	
  League	
  of	
  MassachuseDs	
  	
  
Human	
  Rights	
  Campaign	
  

Jewish	
  Community	
  Rela;ons	
  Council	
  	
  
LGBTQ	
  Advocates	
  and	
  Defenders	
  	
  

MassachuseDs	
  Commission	
  on	
  LGBTQ	
  Youth	
  	
  

MassachuseDs	
  Gay	
  and	
  Lesbian	
  Poli;cal	
  Caucus	
  	
  
MassachuseDs	
  Psychiatric	
  Society	
  

MassachuseDs	
  Psychological	
  Associa;on	
  
MassachuseDs	
  Society	
  for	
  the	
  Preven;on	
  of	
  Cruelty	
  to	
  Children	
  

Na;onal	
  Associa;on	
  of	
  Social	
  Workers	
  	
  
Na;onal	
  Center	
  for	
  Lesbian	
  Rights	
  	
  

MassachuseDs	
  Transgender	
  Poli;cal	
  Coali;on	
  
MassEquality	
  	
  

PFLAG	
  	
  
SEIU509:	
  MA	
  Union	
  for	
  Human	
  Service	
  Workers	
  &	
  Educators	
  

For	
  more	
  InformaCon,	
  please	
  contact	
  the	
  Offices	
  of	
  Rep.	
  Kay	
  Khan	
  (617-­‐722-­‐2011)	
  or	
  Sen.	
  Mark	
  MonCgny	
  (617-­‐722-­‐1440).	
  	
  


