Undercover OjohnO takes on trannies, pimps

By Jessica Van Sack [/ The Beat | Monday, July 7, 2008 | http://www.bostonherald.com | Local Coverage

James Fong has been trapped inside houses of ill repute by

giant naked trannies. HeOs been groped by man-hungry madams.
As an undercover cop busting Brighton brothels, Sgt. Detective
Fong has had to endure sights and sounds that would send most
straight-laced men into another line of work.

OThatOs part of the job,0 said Fong, who may well be the HubOs
most prolific sex-scouting Ojohn.O

Most days and nights find Fong playing the part of escort-seeker
in what has become one of the most fruitful crime crackdowns
for Boston Police District D-14.

Three years since he became the worst nightmare of hookers
and pimps in Brighton, Fong has fine-tuned the job into an art.
Other town departments have enlisted his training, and the feds
have even been known to call and ask him to help them finish
the job.

In a recent interview at the District D-14 station, Fong explained
his methods: Each potential bust begins online. Fong trolls the
adult classifieds on Web sites such as craigslist.com and
Eros.com looking for unlucky targets in the Allston-Brighton neighborhood.
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Fong has had to attain a certain fluency in the online lingo of illicit sex. For instance, the term OjohnO is passe. Men
looking to hook up with hookers are now called Ohobbyists.O Transsexual escorts are denoted by the letters OTS.O

Fong arranges a meeting through a pimp whoOs inevitably at the other end of an ad. The pimp will direct him to an
apartment or hotel, wherever the call girls have set up their brothel.

Once inside, FongOs job is to obtain the probable cause required for an arrest. That means he and the hooker must
agree on a price. After the dollar figure is decided, then comes the tricky part: finding a way to leave - without raising
suspicions that heOs a cop.

This is where the art comes in. Fong has already assumed a character. Sometimes heOs a doctor. A lawyer. Or a
business owner looking for a tryst. HeOs established that heOs a busy person by the time one of his fellow detectives calls
with some type of Oemergency.O

OThe alarm is going off in your store,O is a typical dodge.
ODoctor, one of your patients needs youO is another.

And thereOs also the tried and true tactic of pretending to be low on cash. Fong goes to the ATM. A swarm of police
return in his place.

But even Fong has his limits. He reached his at the Commonwealth Avenue apartment of a transsexual working girl
named OLeeza.O

OBefore we do anything, you have to get dressed up,O said Leeza, shedding her overcoat to reveal a surgically altered
woman-in-the-making underneath. Ol want you to wear this.O

It was the sight of quyC)s lingerie - thoughtfully laid out in different sizes and colors by the prostitute - that prompted Fong
to do something heOd never before done: turn around and walk out. Silently.

Leeza was the one who got away. But that was all right with Fong.
Olt just wasnOt gonna happen,O he says.
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